
Highgate Society Council Member Nominations 2014 
 
Kabir Ali 
Kabir is a Chartered Tax Adviser & Accountant and moved his practice to Highgate in 2013, his offices 
are located on Archway Rd. Kabir previously worked in the city for KPMG and then Deloitte as a tax 
specialist in Insurance & Banking. 
As the acting treasurer for the Highgate Society, Kabir has been keen to improve the level of 
transparency and add efficiencies where ever possible. This has involved the move to a fully cloud 
based bookkeeping package. Kabir would like to see the society grow and be more active; to put on 
more social functions; and have a wider participation from those who live and work in Highgate. 
In his spare time, Kabir likes to cook, visit galleries and go travelling. 
Nominated by Kirsten de Keyser 
Seconded by Ian Henghes 
 
Harley Atkinson 
Harley has lived in Highgate for 37 years, initially on the Holly Lodge Estate and (for the last 27 years) 
in Fitzroy Park.  Born and educated in Glasgow;  after graduating in mathematics and physics, he 
spent a few years working on nuclear reactors before moving into the software industry, where he 
spent 27 years in technical and managerial posts before going independent for another 14 years, 
then retiring.  A former treasurer of the Highgate Society, he manages the Society’s membership 
records and the income from subscriptions and Buzz advertising.  He is treasurer of the Fitzroy Park 
Residents’ Association and has been involved in defending the area against potentially destructive 
developments, and in reviewing Camden’s policy on basements.  He is on the committee of the 
Highgate Neighbourhood Forum and is acting Chair of the local Safer Neighbourhoods panel. 
Nominated by Jan Morgan 
Seconded by Janet Munro-Nelson 
 
Jane Campbell 
Jane has lived in the Highgate area for 33 years and her children have attended local schools. Her 
daughter went to Channing School. Her husband (decd.) worked at the Tavistock Clinic in 
Hampstead. She is a retired secondary school teacher and has taught in Haringey and Camden 
schools. She is a member of her local neighbourhood association and attends local planning 
meetings. She is a member of the French Society and speaks French and Italian. She has worked in 
the past in France and Italy for consular and commercial services. She attends the Highgate Institute 
film society and has a great interest in world cinema, she is on the committee of another film 
society. Her interests are horticulture, walking, especially with historical interest, theatre, loves the 
Gatehouse, music, reading, travelling and visiting art exhibitions. She would never choose to leave 
charming Highgate. 
Nominated by Mat Schwitzer 
Seconded by Kirsten de Keyser 
 
Stephen Cocking 
Originally from Lincolnshire, he moved to London in 2006 and to Highgate in 2009. He has worked all 
over the country as a manager for Royal Mail and has been employed by them since 1979. He has 
been married to Mandy for over 30 years and has two grown up children. Stephen enjoys an active 
life and holds coaching certificates for various sports. He still competes in a local tennis league, more 
sedate activities include reading historical crime novels and the golden age of Hollywood. He is a 
descendant of Isaac Newton and feels this helps him keep grounded. 
Nominated by N/A 
Seconded by N/A 
 



 
Jan Morgan 
Loves Highgate and has lived here nearly 30 years since returning from Canada. She retired from a 
happy and successful working life in management. Firstly marketing and selling brands 
internationally and more recently as a consultant helping businesses change and grow profitably. 
Trained as an economist Jan is still an active member of the Institute of Directors and Marketing 
Society. Jan has always been involved with the voluntary sector and is past chair of Family Planning, 
member of all party parliamentary groups for alternative medicines and road safety. Jan was 
Chairman of the HS over the Millennium for 3 years and a regular member of HS Council before and 
since. When not trying to recruit new members she loves watching the Welsh rugby team play, 
ballet, theatre, cooking, and walking. 
Nominated by Harley Atkinson 
Seconded by Michael Hammerson 
 
Irene Mackay 
Hails from Scottish Highlands and has enjoyed living in Highgate for over 30 years. On qualifying as a 
clinical dietician she worked in Edinburgh and in Canada before taking up a post at St Bartholomew’s 
Hospital. She has held office on professional committees, both nationally and internationally, and is 
a past President of the European Federation of the Associations of Dieticians and past Chairman of  
the International Confederation of Dietetic associations. Currently she is  a member of the HS 
membership committee. 
Nominated by N/A 
Seconded by N/A 
 
Betty Pires 
Has lived in the area for 16 years. Before that , lived in America, the Middle East and Australia but 
she and Walter love Highgate and hope to be here for ever! They love the Heath, the village feel and 
the wonderful opportunities to indulge one’s interests that are virtually on our doorsteps—from 
theatre, to music, restaurants and lots more. She served on Council previously between 2008 and 
2010. She also serves on the HS social events committee and runs the 50:50 club. Professionally she 
works in Investment Banking. She has two children a daughter and a son. Her interests include 
opera, cooking, food and wine and travel. 
Nominated by N/A 
Seconded by N/A 
 
Arlene Polonsky 
Arlene was a resident of Dartmouth Park Road (south Highgate!) for twenty-one years, leaving in 
1992 when her husband took a teaching post at a US university.  Since 2004 she and her husband, 
Antony, have lived in Highgate proper, in Broadlands Lodge.  Arlene is a retired solicitor, having been 
a partner in Holman Fenwick and Willan. After participating in the Broadlands Road residents' 
successful opposition to the proposed demolition of a Victorian villa on the street, Arlene was co-
opted as a member of the Planning Subcommittee of the Highgate Society.  She feels she and Antony 
have been a part of Highgate since they first came to live near the Heath in 1971 from  Glasgow.  
They have many friends in the Highgate area, and love walking about the village and at Kenwood.  
They often take their grandchildren for walks on the Heath.  During Roy Fletcher's recent illness she 
acted as his deputy on the Kenwood Landscape Forum, and since his untimely death has inherited 
his place on that body, which interests her greatly. 
Nominated by Elspeth Clements 
Seconded by Kirsten de Keyser 
 
 



Pippa Rothenberg 
I have lived in Highgate since I got married in 1981. I have raised three children in Highgate and have 
been involved in their schools for the whole of their time there. I live on the Holly Lodge Estate and 
have been involved with the management committee of that and also of the community centre. 
I enjoy walking on the Heath, playing tennis, reading books and chasing grandchildren around, all of 
whom live in the surrounding areas. 
I am committed to making sure that Highgate retains its wonderful village feel which has welcomed 
me since I came here.  
I was secretary to the council for three years so understand the work that the Society does and fully 
appreciate its efforts. 
Nominated by Jan Morgan 
Seconded by Kirsten de Keyser 
 
Mary Sainsbury   
I have lived in Highgate since 2009, and before that, in Tufnell Park for over twenty years. I worked 
in children and families social work in several inner London local boroughs including Islington and 
Camden and also for ten years at the Homerton Hospital. I am now retired. I have been compiling 
the diary for Buzz magazine since 2011 and now am keen to support the Highgate Society with local 
social community and environmental issues. I enjoy living here very much because there is a vibrant 
sense of community. I am a member of the Highgate Library Support Group and as I love theatre, I 
go to the Gatehouse, and other local events, as much as I can.  
Nominated by Jackie Jones 
Seconded by Irene Mackay 
 
Richard Webber  
Richard Webber has been active in the Society for ten years during which he has developed the 
Northern Heights series of self-guided walks and led the campaign to remove the 271 turn round 
from South Grove.  A taxonomist by disposition, he has graduated from classifying stamps to 
classifying postcodes by type of neighbourhood and names by country of origin, activities that have 
resulted in a Visiting Professorship at Kings College London and Honorary Fellowships of the Market 
Research Society and the Institute of Direct Marketing. 
Nominated by Janet Munro-Nelson 
Seconded by Vanessa Whinney 
 


