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Buzz, published four times a year - Tamar Karet
Buzz has had a good year.  Advertising revenue has been very healthy due 
to the introduction of more colour pages, and this has allowed Buzz to 
grow.  I've taken advantage of this to include more articles of a general  
nature and have been delighted to find so many thoughtful, interesting 
writers among our members.  Unfortunately we've lost our wine columnist 
as Cornelis van Vessem has moved to the West Country, but Lizzie Wells 
has been cajoling fascinating interviews out of some notable locals, Gloria 
Davenport's  recipes  continue  to  make  our  mouths  water,  and  Joan 
Scanlon is  helping  our  gardens  to  bloom.  Meanwhile  Edmund Gordon, 
Sally Cox and the elusive Buzzby help tempt our aesthetic senses. Special  
tribute is also due to Michael Hammerson who somehow finds unceasing 
energy to summarise our environment committee's constant persual  of 
sense in  local  planning.   The Editor  flags  occasionally,  but  is  invariably  
buoyed  up  again  by  the  wonderful  volunteers  who  make  Buzz  such  a 
pleasure to edit.

The House Committee - Catherine Budgett-Meakin
This has been a year of mixed fortunes and achievements.  The sudden 
death of Michael Read, who had overseen so much concerning the fabric  
and running of 10a, has shocked us all.
The remit of this group is to ensure that 10A is kept in good order, the 
requirements of the Lease with HLSI met, along with various regulatory 
requirements.  The  members  of  the  committee  are:  Pat  Fox,  Christina 
Nolan and Catherine Budgett-Meakin,  with input from the Treasurer as 
necessary.
Achievements: the two large windows have been professionally draught-
proofed and repaired; a cupboard for cleaning materials has been built in 
the lobby by the lavatory, and a tube heater installed in the lavatory to 
keep the insistent dampness at bay.  Gradually energy-efficient light bulbs 
are  being  installed.   The  10a  Notice  Board  has  been  repaired  and 



repainted.  We hope that a new board will be installed in time for the 50 th 

Anniversary in 2016.
No  progress  has  been  achieved  on  two  major  projects,  however:  the 
installation of a new kitchen, and more effective heating and hot water 
systems.  Catherine Budgett-Meakin is resigning from this group due to 
new commitments.

The Fair in the Square 2013 - Jacquie Richardson
The 2013 Fair, for which the Highgate Society was a principal sponsor, was  
a huge success.  Despite dismal weather four thousand people crowded in 
to Pond Square and South Grove to enjoy the live entertainment, sheep 
show,  children’s  activities  and  shopping  opportunities.   Many  people 
visited the Highgate Society stall, new members were recruited and walks 
booklets sold.
We are delighted that the Highgate Society is again a principal sponsor of 
the 2014 Fair, Saturday, June 14h from 12.30pm to 5.30pm.   Once again 
we are having  the sheep show, Carters  steam Fair  and over 100 stalls  
representing local charities, societies, Highgate shops, as well as selling a 
wide range of goods and delicious food. 
For information visit www.fairinthesquare.co.uk   The Fair is organised by 
a committee of local residents and we still need a few more helpers on the  
day.  If  you  can  spare  a  couple  of  hours  please 
contact: thefairinthesquare@gmail. com with volunteers as the subject.

The French Circle - Elizabeth Woodman
There  are  big  changes  this  year  for  the  French  Circle  as  Elizabeth 
Woodman finally retires as leader of the group after 15 years. The club has 
grown (attendance is usually over 20 a night) and the level of French, with 
the many French members,  is extremely high. No English is  allowed so 
fluent French is essential. Everyone now expects stimulating and quality 
evenings.  A  team  of  9  people  is  now  taking  over;  they  will  share 
responsibilities  such  as  publicity,  finances,  organising  events,  compiling 
the  programme  etc.  Ruth  Hazeldine  and  Daphne  Forrest  are  to  share 
leadership and co-ordination of the Circle.
As usual, we meet once a month from September to May. The quality of 
the  evenings  is  very  good.  We  have  regular  events  such  as  wine  and 
cheese evening, Christmas party and traditional Epiphany celebration. We 
have also had two interesting talks: one about the weird persecuted sect,  
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the Cathars, the other about Mexican silver jewellery. We had a bric-à-
brac sale which made £170 for Médecins-Sans-Frontières and, finally, two 
musical evenings: in one we had an informal sing-song round the piano, 
and in the other, a more formal evening, a superb mezzo-soprano sang 
French salon and cabaret songs for us.
We end a very successful season with our annual dinner at a select French 
restaurant in Crouch End.

The Highgate Society Council - Kirsten de Keyser
This is the decision-making body of the Society.  It meets four times a year. 
Seven Council members' terms end this year: Elspeth Clements, Kirsten de 
Keyser,  Sue  Hall,  Ian  Henghes,  Jackie  Jones,  Tamar  Karet,  and  Maggy 
Meade-King. We will not be losing the contributions of all these people,  
but the Society thanks them for their steadfast support of the work of the  
Council, and of the Society in general.

Highgate Society IT and Communications report 2014 - Ian Henghes
The IT group of the Society has been engaged on a number of fronts this  
year  and  recognises  the  important  role  it  plays  in  communicating  the 
activities of the Society. Help is always appreciated, and if anyone has an 
interest  in  any of  the areas  outline  below or  might  offer  assistance in  
future either on the technology or content fronts please get in touch.
1) Website: In recognition of the fact that the navigation of the website 
had become quite confusing, with many menu items and content in odd 
places or replicated unnecessarily, a re-structuring of the site is ongoing. 
Main headings have already been much simplified. A new page layout with 
a drop-down menu is also in development. It is hoped a new design will 
allow  the  site  to  be  read  more  easily  on  tablets  and  phones,  as  
increasingly people access online content with such devices.
2) Wi-Fi: The Society has a new broadband connection and this has been 
configured to enable public Wi-Fi with an access point at 10a with a very  
simple  log-in  process.  The  access  point  also  complies  with  legislation 
covering the provision of public Wi-Fi which requires that usage is logged 
such that the devices connecting and the times of the connections are 
retained, even where no email or personal data is collected.
3) Twitter:  There is now an active social  network presence, which over 
3,100 ‘tweets’ later has gained a following of 1,300 people. Highgate life 
generally  is  reflected  in  different  groups  using  social  networking  much 
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more than a year ago. This means that news and information is exchanged 
between groups and with individuals, and the picture of life in the area is 
richer than before.
4) Newsletter: Liz Morris has compiled a very successful Highgate Society 
newsletter for some years, but not unreasonably cannot continue to do 
this. Some newsletters have been circulated in the ‘post Liz’ era, and we 
are now looking for someone willing to take on this role. Our mailing list 
has 844 subscribers.
5) Highgate Calendar: A little over a year ago the Society partnered with  
the  Neighbourhood  Forum  and  Transition  Highgate  in  supporting  the 
creation of an events website for all organisations in the neighbourhood. 
The idea of  a central  calendar where all  local  events feature has been 
around for some time, and this vision is now reality since the creation of 
www.highgatecalendar.org Anyone  can  post  their  event,  which  once 
checked by volunteer ‘moderators’ will be made live. The calendar  can 
also be embedded on other websites,  so it  is  also to be found on the 
Societies own website under ‘calendar’ as well as on the website of the 
Neighbourhood Forum.
6) Google Drive: Sharing, archiving and collaborating on documents which 
are now nearly all electronic, is now being undertaken using Google Drive.  
For  those  more  familiar  with  Microsoft  Office  than  with  working  with 
documents in ‘the cloud’ the Society is running some workshops at 10a.
If you are interested in learning about Google Drive, or have any other 
thoughts  /  ideas  or  questions  about  any  of  these  areas  please  email 
it@highgatesociety.com

The Life Drawing Group - Sue Cavanagh, Edmund Gordon,  Arvind 
Limaye and Ulla Mead
The Life Drawing Group continued to meet in 10a throughout the year, 
almost every Tuesday morning. Towards the end of the year the death of 
Michael  Read brought a sad termination to a long connection with the 
Group that had included his running it for a number of years. Sadly, also,  
Jeanne Dodd, who ran the Group for many years following its inception,  
died last September. During the year Group Members continued to draw 
models  who  have  sat  for  the  Group  for  years  and  have  developed  a 
congenial  personal  relationship  with  members  but  a  number  of  new 
models were introduced, thanks to Ulla Mead’s extensive knowledge of 
the life-drawing sphere in London. Group membership is divided between 
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those who attend regularly most weeks of the year and a minority who 
attend regularly but at intervals. Enquiries about joining the Group remain 
at a high level. A waiting list continues to exist as there is insufficient space 
in 10a to allow demand to be fully met but it became possible to admit 
several new members this year. Consideration continues to be given to a 
second session. The Group is looking forward to another year of congenial  
and stimulating sessions.
 
Membership Group - Jan Morgan and Harley Atkinson
Membership of the Highgate Society is very special and we are proud of all  
our members whether they joined 40 years ago or in recent years.  We 
estimate about 7% of the Highgate population have joined and 10% of  
those are active within the Society. 2016 will see the 50th anniversary of 
the  start  of  the  Society  and  we  are  looking  to  increase  membership 
leading up to that and during that event driven year. All new members are 
invited to a new members party at  the Hall  we rent from HLSI  at  10A 
South Grove. They are always lively evenings. New members get to meet 
each other and they all  get  introduced to the Chair,  President and the 
heads of the many activities. Many volunteer to join or help or even wash 
up. If you as a member have never attended one may I suggest you come 
along to the next new members party you see advertised in Buzz and find 
out all about it for yourself. You may need a timely reminder of the many 
activities  and  events  the  HS  does  in  the  community.  More  and  more 
members now pay the annual subscription by direct debit which means it 
is taken from the account on May 1 each year. The rest of the membership 
pay by cheque. We send everyone a membership card. The magazine Buzz 
is  produced  four  times  a  year  and  distributed  by  volunteers  to  your 
homes. Always a great read, a super cover and full of local information. 
Members can also log onto the website www.highgatesociety.com  for any 
details  about booking the hall,  attending a meeting, or taking part in a 
walk. Favourite events for members are the Carols in Pond Square, the 
Fair  in  the  Square  and  the  Talks  and  Walks  about  the  environment. 
Recruiting new members is a great way of meeting new people and at a 
cost of only £15 per annum membership it is an easy sell so please try out  
your neighbours. Saturday mornings see many members enjoying coffee 
and cake for 50p and having  a chat with others. We plan to recruit more 
this coming year and to continue to work with the local estate agents who 
offer  new residents  complementary  membership  of  the HS for  a  year 
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when they move. I want to thank Irene Mackay for all her hard work and 
support with the membership group. You will have seen her name on the 
bottom of the welcome letter you get on joining. Harley Atkinson deserves 
a really big thank you as he controls the income and the data and keeps 
both safe for you and the Society. We would welcome additional members 
please to assist in growing the membership which provides such a useful 
income for the Society. Relish your membership of the Highgate Society as 
it is very special.

Monday Club - Marion Uglow
It  has  been  sometimes  a  patchy  year  for  the  Monday  Club.  Wet  and 
stormy winter days reduced numbers of people who came but, in general, 
we have 12 or 13 people. A.P.Cars continue to give a very good service in 
fetching frail members to the Monday Club, they are much appreciated. 
For a long time Sue Weisberg and Babs Rose have opened up and closed 
10A and run the club excellently.  But,  sadly,  since November Babs has  
been ill and does not respect to recover. Therefore Sue continues on her 
own and, if away, arranges for a reliable member to take over. I pop in  
every  Monday afternoon,  unless  I  am ill  or  away,  and keep an eye on 
things.
Marion Uglow

Planning and Development Control Group - Elspeth Clements
The group has remained active and has been strengthened by the arrival  
of 3 new members,  Amanda Francis, John Evans and Becky Caines who 
respectively bring much needed skills in lobbying, tree and landscape and 
planning  to  assist  us.   This  has  been  necessary  with  the  number  of 
challenges the group has had to deal with.
These have included a new planning application for 3 luxury houses on the 
garden centre site of the Bowl which was rejected by Haringey following a 
considerable amount of work from the Bowl Group and others including a 
thorough report  rebutting the case. Representatives of the Bowl Group 
met with the owners and their agents and have been told that this will be 
going to Appeal before the deadline expires in June. Specialist advice from 
a Planning barrister is now being sought.
The application for the demolition of Athlone House and its replacement 
with a Robert Adam mansion is another case where the Society has been 
working  hard,  raising  a  petition  of  5000  signatories  and  also  4000 
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objections to Camden. The Case Officer’s in box was so overloaded that 
his  e-mails  had  to  be  diverted.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will  strengthen 
Camden’s case enabling them to reject the latest scheme but that remains  
to be seen.  If that is the case, there is almost certain to be an Appeal 
which again will require Society resources.
69 Highgate  High Street  was our  third  challenge.  Camden rejected the 
scheme for a 4 storey house on the site of eth flower stall after strong 
objections  from the Society,  English  Heritage and others   but  this  was 
unfortunately  lost  on  appeal.  This  will  have  a  huge  impact  on  the 
appearance of this part of the High Street.
Basements are still a current issue. Carolyn Purves, of the Planning Group, 
organised a talk by Michael De Freitas which was attended by 70 people.  
The legislation this is still very weak and local councils do not have the  
expertise to examine the Basement Impact Assessments submitted. We 
are now beginning to see the long term effects with the possibility that 
one badly affected house may need to be demolished.
Meanwhile  the  destruction  of  the  Bishop’s  area  continues  apace.  The 
Planning Group does feel  disheartened on occasions  by  the continuing 
approval  of  demolitions  and  replacement  within  appropriate  large 
mansions but is continuing to object to these as they occur and campaign 
for a change of policy.
The next major scheme to hit Highgate will be the old Magistrates Court 
site  on  Archway  Road.  Preliminary  meetings  are  to  be  held  with  the 
Society within the next few weeks. This is a housing scheme of between 4 
and 7 storeys and it is felt it is too high for this location. There is also likely  
to be  an active campaign by the neighbours.
On Haringey’s side we have a new deputy planning officer and head of 
development  control,  Stephen  Kelly  and  Emma  Wilkinson.  We  held  a 
meeting with Stephen soon after his appointment to point and he appears  
supportive of our aims so we hope to see a change in response. We are  
also hoping to see Nicky Gavron, of the GLA, within the next few weeks to  
discuss  various  issues  including  the  NPPF,  basements,  housing  and 
embodied CO2.
We are constantly looking for volunteers to join the group, so if you are 
interested in planning and conservation issues, please get in touch.

Press and Public Relations - Sue Vinson
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The   Group’s  continuing  mission  is  to  communicate  the  Society’s 
objectives, activities and achievements in a consistent and positive 
way.  In particular its commitment to protecting and enhancing the 
built and green environment, as well as organising regular activities 
and special events. We rely on an intercommunication of ideas and 
objectives  amongst  other  groups  within  the  Society,  individual 
members and other local organisations.

We continue to be in close contact with local journalists with whom we 
have good relations and who consistently give us good coverage. 
This  includes  preparing  press  releases  for  events,  meetings  and 
special  campaigns.   We  maintain  an  extensive  press  contacts 
database, and use our  notice boards in and around Highgate for 
poster  campaigns.   We also have good relations  with  shops and 
businesses  in  the  High  Street  and  North  Hill,  who are  happy  to 
display our posters. 

Our new logo has brought a fresh, more contemporary look to our printed 
materials  and  website,  and  we  have  a  very  active  twitter  site, 
championed by Kirsten, at www.twitter.com/highgatesociety.  The 
site’s number of ‘followers’ has more than doubled in the last year, 
from 600 to 1,300.

Sustainable Homes Group - Catherine Budgett-Meakin
The  group  has  now  been  in  operation  for  two  years  and  held  three 
successful events between June 2013 and April 2014.  The first event was 
a  workshop  in  June  2013  attended  by  over  20  people  to  analyse  the 
findings of the thermal imaging for 34 homes which took place in early 
2013.  
In February 2014, to coincide with Cold Homes Week, a national initiative,  
a  Be  Warmer  workshop  was  held  at  10a  to  provide  information  of  a 
financially modest nature on how to make one’s house more comfortable 
and energy-efficient.  
In April  an all-day event,  Here Comes the Sun,  was held at St Michael's 
School  on  all  aspects  of  solar  energy,  with  installers  and  specialists 
explaining their products and giving talks to the visitors about installing 
solar  on  home  rooftops,  about  solar  on  schools  and  about  other 
community solar initiatives.
A major project has been the development of Homeowners’ Packs – to be 
held  by  local  estate  agents,  and  given  to  purchasers  of  properties  in  
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Highgate.   The packs  explain  the many options  to  improve the energy 
performance  of  houses  and  flats  alongside  the  other  upgrades  people 
make  when they  move  into  a  home.  The  packs  are  also  popular  with 
people  who  are  already  established  in  a  property.  A  pilot  pack  was 
launched  to  great  acclaim  in  late  January,  and  is  now  being  ‘mass-
produced’. 
A second weekend event, 21st Century Homes – character – comfort – low  
carbon, is being planned for September 13/14 with the Saturday devoted 
to exhibitions and talks and the Sunday giving people the chance to visit  
houses that have incorporated energy-efficient improvements into their 
houses.
Another  initiative  has  been  the  establishment  of  monthly  information 
sessions  at  the  10a  Saturday  morning  coffee  sessions.  Part  of  the 
Environment Committee’s notice board is now devoted to the work of the 
Group,  flagging  up  information  about  events.   The  Sustainable  Homes 
section  of  the  website  has  a  lot  of  information,  including  electronic 
versions of the contents of the Homeowner Packs. 
The  Group  is  careful  not  to  provide  specific  recommendations  for 
particular suppliers or installers.  It continues to attract external funding to 
support its projects.  One pleasing aspect of the work of this Group is that 
‘new’ Highgate residents have been tempted to attend events  and get 
involved  in  the  activities  of  the  Society.  The  Group  welcomes  new 
members to help organise events and support its work.

Trees and Open Space   - Michael Hammerson   
Monitoring our trees and open spaces remains one of the Environment 
Committee’s priorities, and they remain under threat from reduced local 
authority  funding  and  the  relentless  pressure  for  redevelopment  on  a 
massive scale, while trees face the added hazard of major environmental 
changes from disease and climate. This year, as a result of our appeal for 
help  in  monitoring  planning  applications  for  tree  work,  John  Evans,  a 
landscape architect, has joined our team, and his expertise has enabled us 
to  take a much firmer grip  on monitoring the mass  of  applications for 
works of trees which comes in all too regularly.
Highgate’s  trees  –  particularly  its  street  Planes  and  its  irreplaceable 
veteran oak trees, scattered across the area as a reminder of our not-so-
distant rural past – are under tremendous pressure. Several fungal disease 
are attacking Planes; Oak trees face such threats as wilt, fungal attack and  
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Oak Processionary Moths, and detailed study of them on the Heath and 
Highgate Wood show that they are declining rapidly, though the cause is  
not yet clear. We have lost several unique examples this year – two felled 
on a site in Sheldon Avenue to enable a basement to be built; a gigantic 
one lost on Hampstead Lane, another off North Hill threatened with felling 
because of fungal attack – though we are pressing vigorously, with some 
expert pro bono advice, for it to be reduced rather than felled, as ancient 
decayed  oaks  can  live  for  centuries  after  being  pollarded,  and  their 
internal  deadwood  habitats  are  unique  environments  for  some  of  our 
rarest invertebrates. A huge ancient oak in Denewood Road was shattered 
by the recent storms – narrowly missing the house as it split. What is to be  
the  fate  of  the  five  huge  Horse  Chestnuts  on  the  now-fenced-off  
Magistrates  Court  site  which,  we  are  told,  are  not  covered  by  Tree 
Preservation Orders because the site was publicly-owned land? The list of  
lost  and endangered trees  could  go on and on,  but  we don’t  want  to 
depress  you  too  much.  We  cannot  allow  the  current  rate  of  loss  to 
continue,  and  we suggest  that  if  trees  are  to  be  felled,  they  must  be  
replaced – and, in the case of major ancient trees, on a like-for-like basis;  
if a 100-year-old tree has to be felled, it must be replaced by ten 10-year  
old trees. 
Our main open spaces are, of course, Hampstead Heath, Highgate Wood, 
Queen’s Wood, the Parkland Walk and Waterlow Park – in the last case, 
able  defended  by  the  Friends  of  the  Park,  though  it  too  faces  major 
problems from the public  funding cuts – as do Queen’s Wood and the 
Parkland Walk, both of which have Friends Groups, both of them essential  
as Haringey have virtually no staff or money to manage them. The Heath 
and Highgate Wood are both fortunate in being run by the City of London 
which, while also affected by the relentless need to cut budgets year after 
year,  are  still  sufficiently  well  funded  –  and  managed,  by  dedicated, 
knowledgeable  and  expert  teams,  with  whom  we  and  other  local 
community groups work and liaise closely – and we believe there are few 
who  do  not  think  that  both  are  run  and  managed  extremely  well.  
Consultative Committees for engagement with local groups were set up 
statutorily;  we sit  on both and see at first  hand, both from the thrice-
yearly meetings, and from the regular site visits the City organise for us so 
we can see the issues on the ground and question the management staff  
directly, just what a hugely complex job running these open spaces is. It is  
therefore perhaps a little unfortunate, as we regularly point out, that the 
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City’s centrally-run PR section does not always succeed in conveying this 
to the wider public.

This has, perhaps, been exemplified in the recent issues over the Heath 
Ponds dams. We also sit on the Stakeholder Group set up to liaise with 
local groups over the nature of the works. The issues are so devastatingly  
complex that we will not go into them here – see our regular reports in 
Buzz and on our website for that – except to comment on one, critical  
aspect.  The  whole  business  arose  because  the  independent  Engineer 
appointed by the Government to monitor the condition of the dams (this 
is a requirement for every so-called “reservoir” in the country – and the 
Heath ponds fall under the category of “reservoirs”) has decided that they 
no longer comply with the 2010 Reservoirs Act; that, in the event of their 
failing in a catastrophic rainstorm, causing flooding below the Heath and 
resulting in any loss of life, the City Aldermen would be personally liable. 
Inevitable panic.
The critical aspect to which I refer is – not, “is the work necessary?”, but 
“Is the legislation being correctly interpreted?” The City of London has a 
legal opinion from a top reservoirs barrister (I kid you not) is that it is. The 
Heath and  Hampstead Society  have  commissioned an  opinion  from an 
equally top reservoirs barrister, who says that it is not, and that the work  
proposed is excessive.
The Heath and Hampstead Society gave shared their legal opinion with the 
City; but the City have declined to share theirs with the Society, simply 
stating that they are confident that their interpretation is correct and that 
they must proceed in accordance with its conclusions. To simple souls like 
us,  it  seems something of  a  no-brainer  that  the City should adopt  the  
Society’s suggested course of seeking a joint legal determination of  which 
interpretation is the correct one, not least because it could save the City a 
significant chunk of  the £15 million they have had to set  aside for the 
works; but this has not been taken up, and for this reason, the Heath and 
Hampstead Society have felt obliged to go to the risk and significant cost  
of  seeking  a  judicial  review  of  the  proposals.  They  are,  of  course, 
appealing for contributions to their fighting fund, and I am sure there is 
someone from the Society here tonight to whom you can talk about it.
But, apart from that, Mrs. Lincoln. how do you think the Heath is being 
run? As we said earlier on – very well,  and the staff  of the Heath and 
Highgate Wood are to be congratulated on the brilliant job they do.
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We are also represented on the Ken Wood Landscape Forum, where their 
proposals for the Dairy Meadow cause considerable and heated debate. 
The work was modified as a result of public representations, and while the 
area did look a bit like Passchendaele in October 1917 when the work was 
first done, we think it will look fine by next year.  Sadly, our longstanding 
representative  on  the  group,   Roy  Fletcher,  died  recently  after  a  long 
illness,  but  his  place  has  now  been  filled  by  Planning  Group  member 
Arlene Polonsky.
We  have  other  open  spaces,  of  course,  privately  owned  and  at  risk.  
Foremost  among  these  are  the  Highgate  Garden  Centre  land,  the 
developers of which appear to have no interest whatever in liaising with 
the  local  community  and  are  determined  to  build  over  it;  what  we 
urgently need is a sponsor willing to come up with the money to buy the 
site off them and work with the Society and the Forum on fulfilling their  
ambitions  for  this  land,  which  is  so  critically  important  for  the  whole 
character of Highgate. Any offers?
The derelict Highgate Station land is another site with enormous potential  
for  community  use;  designed as  a  site  of  Metropolitan importance for 
Nature Conservation, it has some protection, and its owners, Transport for 
London,  have  proved  to  be  very  willing  to  work  with  us  and  the 
Neighbourhood Forum on finding an appropriate use for it – though we 
will also have to have some tough negotiations with the existing tenants of 
the nearby tunnels, a large and important colony of bats. There are other 
publicly-owned  sites,  but  among  the  open  spaces  at  greatest  risk  are 
surely the huge gardens in the area between North Hill  and Courtenay 
Avenue.
Finally, it would not do not to mention Haringey’s offer,  last winter, to 
local  groups of  free wildflower bulbs to plant on local  Haringey-owned 
sites. We took full advantage of this, and a team of local people was able 
to plant 2,000 wild daffodil, fritillary, bluebell and snowdrop bulbs on the 
Muswell Hill Road “Peace Park”, the old Park House Passage cattle pound 
site, the Highgate School chapel churchyard (which is owned by Haringey),  
and the grass verge along the lower part of Southwood Lane. These made 
a cheerful display this spring, and we hope they will proliferate over the 
years.

Highgate Wood - Marguerite Clark
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90,000 visitors came to the Wood in the last  year -  an ever increasing 
number.
Only minimal damage was caused to the Oak trees during the St.Jude's 
storm last October.
There is a proposal to create a special dog owners area in the Cafe. The 
area  would  have  to  be  carefully  designed  and  the  effect  would  be  to 
increase revenue for the Cafe.
The  photovoltaic  cells  which  had  been  installed  in  the  Wood  had 
generated 300 KW and it  is  expected that  all  electric  demands will  be 
served in this way in the future.
The  number  of  staff  was  being  reduced  and  casual  laboour  would  be 
necessary in the summer months. It will be more difficult to manage the 
Wood  properly  and  closing  all  the  gates  in  the  evening  could  be  a 
problem.
Discusions were taking place with the Norwegian Log firm as to the best 
way to accommodate in the Education building.
Work is underway to digitally record using GPS all  the Oak trees in the 
Wood   and provide valuable information for the staff. At present the Oak 
population was stable.
The Play Area is to be resurfaced with a rubberised surface which will be  
cheaper to maintain than the current wood chip.

Talks - Kirsten de Keyser
The Society's  traditional  winter  talks series  provided an eclectic  mix of 
fascinating topics ranging from Hampstead Heath dog tales to dark stories 
from the Bishop's Wood. 'Writing about the Heath' saw three local writers 
- Michele Hanson, Caitlin Davies and Wendy Wallace unveil the inspiration 
for their latest works. Mat Schwitzer was back by popular demand with an 
intriguing insight into British philosophy and Vanessa Whinney took us on 
a 'Journey Round my Father' James Fletcher-Watson, one of the foremost 
watercolour landscape artists of his day.   Local historian Malcolm Stokes 
lifted  the  lid  on  the  colourful  and,  at  times,  disturbing  history  of  the 
Bishop's hunting lodge and wood and Dr Michael de Freitas unpacked the 
significant  geological  risks  involved  in  the  increasing  proliferation  of 
basement construction. Altogether a packed and popular programme.

Walks - Christina Nolan
The Walks committee has organized three walks this year.  
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Last October we had a wonderful visit  to three very different beautiful 
houses around Southwood Lane.  Our hosts on this occasion, as in the 
past, were amazingly generous, allowing us into their homes and giving us  
their time and giving us the benefit of their knowledge of the history and 
architecture of their houses.
In addition, we had two different literary walks devised and led by Ruth 
Hazeldine.  These walks stopped outside houses in the village associated 
with  famous  authors,  and  we  enjoyed  Ruth’s  information  about  the 
authors and recitations of their works.  These walks proved popular, and 
we hope to repeat them both.   On the literary walks we are able to open 
attendance to more people including guests.  We had wonderful teas in 
the Bull and Lauderdale house after all of the walks.
Sadly  we  have  not  been  able  to  stage  a  walk  yet  this  spring.   The 
committee badly needs new members to help with organization.  I have 
been  spending  more  time  away  from  Highgate,  so  we  need  a  new 
chairperson, and of course, the house walks rely on members who are 
willing to invite us into their homes.  

The Watercolour Group - Jill Wilkinson
It  was  another  successful  year  for  us.  The  unreliable  weather  made  it 
difficult to organize outings to paint therefore we did some sketching and 
painting locally so that we could hurry back to 10a to shelter from the rain. 
Earlier in the year one of our members invited us to paint at her house 
then join her for lunch and we all had a very enjoyable time. Some of our 
members' grandchildren came to model for us happy to have an addition 
to their pocket money. We have had a few tutor days as well, the most 
recent being about painting portraits which proved to be very helpful and 
informative.
 Our stall at the Fair in the Square in June attracted a lot of attention and 
sales  of  cards  and  unframed  paintings  were  very  good.  Our  annual 
exhibition at Lauderdale House in November was even more successful 
than the previous year, selling forty-seven paintings so we are all looking 
forward to exhibiting there again this year.   

The Highgate Society 50:50 Club - Betty Pires
The 50:50 Club is a fundraising draw to help raise funds to support the 
Society’s  activities.

14



The minimum contribution is £10 which gives you a ticket in two draws 
each year.  Proceeds are split equally between the lucky winners and the 
Society.   You can, of course, give more – and many do.  Each additional 
£10 gives you a further entry into each draw.  
From the draws conducted in 2013 and 2014, the 50:50 Club contributed 
£405 to the Highgate Society and £405 was distributed in prizes.  

HS Lettings 10A Hall - Jan Morgan
The bookings calendar on the Highgate Society website enables potential 
users to decide when they will book and by completing a form and paying 
the reservation is made. This innovation has made the system more user 
friendly.  The Trust system operates well as users collect and return the 
key.  The  Hall  at  10A  is  used  for  children’s  birthday  parties  and  local 
annual general meetings of the various associations as well as by the many 
activity groups of the Society itself. There are 2 or 3 regular weekly users 
and they are always welcome.  For a one room Hall with kitchen and toilet 
it  is a competitive and popular hire. Bookings continue to increase and 
new users found each quarter.
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	Press and Public Relations - Sue Vinson
	The Group’s continuing mission is to communicate the Society’s objectives, activities and achievements in a consistent and positive way. In particular its commitment to protecting and enhancing the built and green environment, as well as organising regular activities and special events. We rely on an intercommunication of ideas and objectives amongst other groups within the Society, individual members and other local organisations.
	We continue to be in close contact with local journalists with whom we have good relations and who consistently give us good coverage. This includes preparing press releases for events, meetings and special campaigns. We maintain an extensive press contacts database, and use our notice boards in and around Highgate for poster campaigns. We also have good relations with shops and businesses in the High Street and North Hill, who are happy to display our posters.
	Our new logo has brought a fresh, more contemporary look to our printed materials and website, and we have a very active twitter site, championed by Kirsten, at www.twitter.com/highgatesociety. The site’s number of ‘followers’ has more than doubled in the last year, from 600 to 1,300.

