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For a public garden forming part of the landscape of the West Heath, the Hill Garden and Pergola are remarkably secret and hidden despite their quite extraordinary beauty. The architectural structure and formality of the site, combined with the far reaching views, ensure that this is a garden worth visiting year round.
Lord Leverhulme. who was then the owner of The Hill house on North End Way, commissioned Thomas Mawson, the garden designer and landscape architect, to create the Pergola as a striking addition to the existing gardens. The initial construction phase commenced in 1906 which coincided with the extension of the Hampstead branch of the Northern Line. The spoil from the tube tunnels was used to build up the land to the required level of almost five metres above the existing ground level, enabling the creation of  the raised, colonnaded walkways.  Subsequently, after the purchase of and immediate demolition of Heath Lodge, the Pergola was  extended over an existing public right of way via a stone bridge terminating at the belvedere to the west.
The pergola is appropriately planted with a wide variety of climbers both exotic and familiar; Passion Flower, Campsis, Kiwi, Ornamental Grape Vine and Star Jasmine coexist happily with Ivy, Clematis, Roses and the beautifully gnarled and twining Wisteria towards the Belvedere.  The four perpendicular axes of the pergola are interspersed with both domed and cruciform pergola elements along with stone summerhouses which encourage the user to pause and take in the views along the 250 metre length. The three main materials used are red brick, Portland stone for the Doric columns and oak cross members. All of which are beautifully detailed and executed.
Originally opened to the public in 1963, the garden was reopened in 1995 after extensive renovation work. Part of the refurbishment  included laying out formal gardens on the lower level of the garden. Seemingly almost haphazard in contrast to the geometry of the walkways overlooking them, the lower levels feature a wide variety of herbaceous plants, shrubs and a very ornamental yet highly productive herb garden. A trio of striking multi-stemmed Himalayan Birch trees with their dazzling white bark form an interesting juxtaposition with the columns of the pergola.
The Pergola and Hill garden are Grade II* listed and on the English Heritage Register of Parks and Gardens of Special Interest. The Hill property was renamed Inverforth House in 1955 and, subsequent to many years as a hospital, was redeveloped into apartments in the 1990s. It is extremely fortunate that the house and garden can both be viewed as a whole allowing us to fully comprehend this extraordinary corner of Hampstead Heath.
