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Friends of the Highgate Bowl Vision 

!
Preamble 

• Since time immemorial the Highgate Bowl, the curved saucer of 
open land which separates the historic ridge of Highgate Village 
from the development in the valley below, has been open land in 
agricultural or market garden use. Not so long ago, the flocks of 
animals which were driven through Highgate found grazing there 
while locals also kept pigs and cattle on its edges. 

• Today the open land previously occupied by the Highgate Garden 
Centre is a central part of what remains, under the limited 
protection of the Highgate Conservation area. But the garden 
centre, which succeeded a market garden on the site has now 
been closed and the land has been the subject of applications, so 
far refused, to develop it for luxury housing. 
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• Instead the community, represented by local organisations, is 

proposing that the land should remain, as it always has, as open 
land with some form of community access and should become, as 
it probably originally was, a common for people’s use and 
enjoyment, but a 21st century common, adapted to the needs and 
requirements of today’s urban dwellers. 
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• Whilst a mediaeval common, for example, provided grazing rights 

and allowed people to gather firewood , a 21st century common 
would meet different but largely equivalent needs, by providing 
access to the natural environment, and dedicated to encouraging 
its understanding. A sort of urban Eden project. 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The Plan 

The purpose of the Friends of the Highgate Bowl is to acquire the land to 
preserve its open aspect and use it for environmental education, with 
substantial public access They are proposing - 

An environmental centre, open both to local schools and adults in the 
community, dedicated to the understanding and sustaining of the natural 
environment and the heritage of the historic Highgate Bowl site. 

Developed in partnership with local schools and centres of horticultural 
excellence including the neighbouring Harington scheme. 

Maintaining some land, including woodland, for quiet recreation with 
further ideas sought from the local community. 

In summary 

• Both open and woodland areas to provide calm respite from the 
crowded urban townscape 

• Organised educational opportunities based around study of the 
natural flora and fauna by means of an environmental centre as a 
focus for schools and the community. 

• Demonstration gardening and market gardening projects 

• Creation of new woodland areas using specimen trees and 
encouraging threatened species. 

• New opportunities for people with learning disabilities through the 
extension of the adjacent Harington Scheme and their participation 
in the activities of the centre. 

• Other initiatives which depend on the land remaining open and 
with community access.  
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