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2847AArlington House 

Heritage Statement for 
Additional units in the Ground Floor 

Introduction 
A Heritage Statement has been issued as part of the Planning Application to convert 
the Ground Floor South Wing into six bedsits. 

Arlington House was listed Grade II (EH. List Entry Number: 1396420) on January 24th 
2011. 

The building is a prime example of its type and period. It has the aesthetic of a 
London Board School with robust detailing and materials. Due consideration has 
been given to balancing the building fabric with issues of access and sustainability. 
The proposals will provide a new use for under-used spaces whilst respecting the 
historic fabric of the building. 

The Building: History & Character 
Arlington House is an imposing presence on Arlington Road in the centre of Camden, 
both physically and within the shared memories of the local community. The hostel 
was opened in 1905 and was the last in a series of a new type of hostels built by the 
Victorian philanthropist Lord Rowton. The building was designed by Harry Bell 
Measures FRIBA, to provide clean and decent accommodation for over 1,100 working 
men. It was Europe's largest hostel for homeless men, living in cubicles of 6sq.m in 
long and narrow institutional corridors and sharing sanitary facilities amongst residents 
in what is currently considered quite substandard conditions. A significant proportion 
of the residents were Irish migrant workers. George Orwell stayed in and praised the 
Rowton Houses in the 1930s in "Down and Out in Paris and London." A series of 
renovations and upgrades gradually reduced the numbers accommodated. 

Evidence of the original function is evident in the external elevations, with narrow 
windows - one per cubicle; and in the extensive use of durable materials. Internally 
the original purpose is still evident in that it still functions as a hostel for homeless 
men. 

By the 1970s Arlington House was in a state of decline and by 1983 conditions at the 
hostel had so worsened that Rowton House Ltd was forced to sell Arlington House 
following pressure from Camden Council and local community activists. The 
management of Arlington House was transferred to the United Kingdom Housing Trust 
and conditions improved following a refurbishment by Levitt Bernstein 1983-89. There 
was a reduction of numbers to 400 as the bedroom sizes doubled. 

Arlington House now accommodates 129 people in a variety of room types depending 
upon needs. This includes 94 units of supported accommodation and 35 low cost 
rented units together with a social enterprise element in the ground floor and 
basement. Since 2009 it has been owned by One Housing Group (OHG). 
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Brief 
The brief from One Housing Group was to find a good residential use for the under-used 

rooms in the South Wing, and the West Wing. We established from OHG that 
there was a need for more single person, low income accommodation. Arlington 
House already has 35 similar units and we have taken as a model the units on the 4th 
& 5th floors, which have an average size of 23.5m2, and are en-suite with fully fitted 
kitchens. Occupants can use the communal facilities such as the Café and Laundry 
but the units are fitted out to be self contained. 

Reasons for change 
The proposal is desirable because it will complete the renovations and conversions 
undertaken in 2009-2010-It 

will provide a new use for this part of the building which is currently under-used. The 
units will be for Low Cost Housing, people living and/or working in Camden nominated 
by the Council. 

Under the previous Planning Application (2007/3283/P) 15 Accessible units have been 
provided across all user groups, including 4 of this type. This is a 12% provision. 

The original Reading and Writing Rooms have been replaced with a Residents 
Common Room in the North Ground Floor Wing, including a Quiet Room, TV and 
Games areas. 

OHG recognise the significance of this historic building but also want to maintain the 
use with a new approach to the needs of the users and to find a viable use for the 
space. There are economic pressures which require that every part of this building is 
fully utilised, including the common parts. 

The conversion is aiming to meet the requirements of EcoHomes Very Good which 
the main building achieved this in 2010. 

Assessment of the effect upon the building 
The impact of the proposed works on the Listed building, taking into account that it 
has recently been renovated, will not be significant. The proposals do not involve any 
changes to the exterior of the building. 
It will involve alterations to one of the larger spaces, but using relatively light weight 
materials; studwork, plasterboard, suspended ceilings and new fire doors. These will 
not have any material affect on the fabric of the building. New walls will be cut around 
cornices, the existing fabric will be respected and left intact above new ceilings and 
behind linings, in order to cause the least harm. 

Arlington House has gone through a lot of change: tiled walls have been painted over, 
fire places blocked up and new openings made. This evolution has been possible 
because it is a robust building and can withstand alteration. At a later date the new 
materials could be removed if necessary without affecting the fabric. Therefore the 
changes are not irreversible. 
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Design of the units 
The new units will have an average size of 29m2. The units have irregular plans and 
at the Pre App meeting it was suggested that simple rectangular rooms would be more 
appropriate to the building. However in order to retain the arched windows and 
reutilise the plumbing, it has been necessary to develop a more complicated plan. 
The arched windows have not been subdivided and there is no need for further 
damage to the fabric by adding new plumbing. 

See part plan below. 

Significance 
Arlington House is of great significance as a listed building which is the largest of its 
type in Europe. The history is recorded in the fabric and features of the building which 
will be maintained in these alterations. 

Plan of Typical New units in the South Wing 

Sources: 

Conservation Architecture & Planning - Arlington House Report 2008 

D.Rimmer LBA October 2011 

C:\Documents and Settings\Home\My Documents\DR Documents\Arlington 
Hs\PLANNING\2847A_Herltage Statement.doc 



ARLINGTON HOUSE ADDITIONAL UNITS 
HERITAGE STATEMENT PHOTOGRAPHS: 

te d where It s t o p s  d t  the 

zed, LJ 

corner i.. c . t arched 
J u v v  h e a d ,  Aii i re 

Corner m o u d n g  H. 
Arch bpr:ng:ng DOfli. 


